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What We've Come to

asked for more money for ‘*human
lnte@_ﬁence" to meet {Ee cﬁmegge
. This respon € wWave O

of terrorism.
frustration felt by Americans at the appar-

WILLIAM CASEY of the CIA has

By William Pfaff

ent lack of anything very effective to do
about hijacking and terrorism. One can try
to find the hijackers of the TWA airliner
sefzed June 14, as the United States is now
doing. One can put pressure on such politi-
cal authorities as have an influence on the
situation, as President Ronald Reagan is do-
ing when he accuses flve nations of “‘acts of
war"’ against the United States. One can
improve airport and aircraft security, which
is dull and defensive. What people want is
dramatic and cathartic action. They are un-
likely to get it. . B
“Human intelligence.” in Mr. Casey's
of that bem term, is the least reli-
able and most difficult kind of inte]
obtain, supremely so when one Is

with a society, as in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, whose norms and frame of refer-

ranean, wh

ence differ radically from one's own.

The wartime an% immediate postwar ex-
perience of m@ lnteﬂEnce is 1ns’_E_1'i_t%ve.
The successes were nearly all sclentific —
breaking enemy codes, reading German and
Japanese communications, pheto and satel-
lite reconnaissance, seismic and other
means for monitoring nuclear experiments,

etc.
“Human' effort was successful during

the war mainly in deceiving the Germans
about Allied moves, but this was chiefly by
means of counterin ence, the manipula-
tion of German anat ﬁian spies. Offensive
intelligence, . except for that obtained
through national resistance u was
generally unsatisfactory. By late in the war,
British intelligence had lost interest even in
attempting to put agents into Germany. It
wasn't worth the troyble.

The penetration of religlously-motivated

nce

Islamic activist in the Middle East is
far more difficult tl;sntgath in ce
in German-occupi urope, or even e
Soviet Union, where spies have sometimes
been and where a decadent

sometimes works the regime. The

limes works against the
rigsks of attemgtl% to work thro local
groups in the Middle East - whose inevita-
./ ble interest is to manipulate the United
States to their own ends — was made clear
by the recent affair of the Beirut car bomb,

~'~ -1 on their own initiative by a group in

with the CIA, which killed 80 inno-

It is indispensable that public expecta-
tions be lowered, not raised, about what can
be done about terrorism. There are people
in the White House who understand this.
Two inl interviews were
given the press just after the TWA hostages’
release by National Security Adviser Robert
McFariane, and a long briefing was distrib-
uted by the U.S. Information Service by a
“‘senior U.S. official” - probably Mr. McFar-
lane again. Reterated themes in these were
that blind retribution and “impuisive vio-
lence’ are senseless and useless, and that
there are severe limits on what can be done
about terrorism as a general problem. ““Ven-
geance is not a satisfactory basis for policy,”
the senior official says. - -

In striking contrast to this has been a
press clamor for cathartic violence, express-
ing considerable indifference to who actual-
ly may be responsible for a given terrorist
action, and attributing, instead, something
that looks very much like collecttve guilt.
More of this can be expected when terror-
ism next strikes Americans, as it inevitably
will, and it can only make increasingly diffi-
cult the kind of intelligent and discriminat-
ing policy Mr. Reagan's government pur-
sued the TWA affair in June.

The “nuke Beirut attitude is widely ex-
pressed, and in some surprising quarters.
David S. Broder of the W n Post pro-
posed that henceforth the United States at-
tack within 72 hours any nation at all “that
allows terrorists to hold Americans hostage
on its territory.” “If any nation is so heed-
less of the warning as to tolerate the terror-
ists then that nation and its people will
have {nvolved themselves in the crime —
and will suffer the punishment.” In will
stride “‘swift and severe retaliatory punish-
ment by U.S. military forces.” How this
could possibly be useful in the case of
Lebanon, where government scarcely ex-
ists, and “that nation and its people” have
been at war with themselves for years, is
not evident.

' Another writer in the same newspaper,
Charles Krauthammer, wants “dispropor-
tionate response.’ He cites, as examples of
how these matters ought to be handled, the
crushing of the Solidarity movement in Po-
land and Russia’s invasion of Czechoslova-
kia in 1968. In the Beirut hostage affair he
would have destroyed Beirut airport — *‘a
pirate’s haven’ - and attacked Iran as well,
for example, its “‘most important econemic
asset,” Kharg Island. “Shiite terrorist bases
in Betrut and in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley”
would have been bombed and shelled. Wil-
liam Safire of the New York Times also
wanted Beirut airport and *‘terrorist cen-
ters™ destroyed, and Greece punished as

STAT

well ~ probably thrown out of NATO. The
Wall Street Journal was snee; at “Jim-
my Reagan" because the bombs had not
Started falling in the first few days of the

One is terribly struck not only by the
ignorance revealed i these comments ‘on
the actual circumstances in the Eastern
Mediterranean, but by the ce. Was
Iran really responsible for the hijacking, or
the Shiites at Beirut afrport and in the
Bekaa Valley, or Shiites as such, or Islam -
Moslems in general - or the three men who
actuallysetouttodothejob?ltdom. afver
all, make a difference. Even more, one is
struck by the apparent hatred being .ex-
pressed, an indiscriminate hatred. Is this
what we have come to? If so, a lot of killing
lies ahead of us. —
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